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rules in their concrete application which is also characteristically 
American." 

Mr. Hershey's article is interesting and emphasizes some obstacles to 
the success of a permanent tribunal which have not always received the 
careful attention which they deserve, but his trenchant statements are 
calculated to please those who already agree with him rather than to 
convince the contrary-minded. Fortunately, however, the period of 
enthusiastic propaganda on behalf of a permanent court is now being 
supplemented by careful and serious examination of the very real diffi- 
culties which remain to be overcome before a permanent international 
tribunal can be successfully established. 

Those who need an antidote for Mr. Hershey's article can not do 
better than to read Senator Boot's admirable address on the " Importance 
of Judicial Settlement" delivered at the first annual meeting of the 
American Society for the Judicial Settlement of International Disputes 
and published by the Society. 

W. C. D. 



La Diplomacia Mexicana. Secretaria de Eelaciones Exteriores. Vol. I. 

Mexico 1910. 

This is the first volume of a collection of important documents from 
the archives of the Mexican Foreign Office. In his introduction, the 
editor, Sefior Federico Gamboa, states that since his appointment as 
under-secretary of foreign affairs, he has given special attention to two 
matters : the reorganization of the general archives of the nation, and the 
rendering accessible to historians and investigators the treasures of un- 
published documents which the secretariate possesses. Both Sefior 
Ignacio Mariscal and Sefior Enrique C. Creel, successive ministers of 
foreign affairs, gave their support to the project of publication ; and the 
details of editorship were entrusted to Sefior Enrique Santibafiez. 

These historical materials are published to enable the Mexican people 
to obtain a faithful, impartial and complete account of the conduct of 
Mexican foreign affairs. The documents are given without commentary, 
leaving readers and investigators to form their own judgment upon them. 
Sefior Gamboa bewails the fact that in the course of nearly a century a 
great many historical papers have been lost or destroyed ; but the publica- 
tion of this collection will preserve for the future all the rich materials 
that are still in existence. 
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The present first volume comprises documents for the years 1821- 
1823, that is for the period of the first and second regency, under the 
presidency of Augustin de Iturbide. In this period falls the mission of 
Santa Maria, minister of Colombia, of Poinsett, minister of the United 
States, and of Zozoya, Mexican minister in Washington, together with a 
wealth of material relating to other missions. The documents are of 
great importance for the student of the beginnings of American diplo- 
macy, and the reader of this volume will look forward with the greatest 
interest to those that are to follow. By publishing this important work 
the Mexican Government is doing a service, not only to its own people, 
but to students of American diplomacy throughout the world. 

P. S. E. 



The Hague Peace Conferences of 1899 and 1907. A lecture delivered at 
The Hague on August 10, 1910, by J. Ph. Suijling. The Hague : 
Martinus Nijhoff. 1910. 30 pp. 

The author of this brief survey of the results obtained, the principles 
applied and the influence felt at the Hague Peace Conferences, is a pro- 
fessor of international law at the University of Leyden. Informal as 
was the occasion, for the address under consideration was delivered to 
" a group of English friends of peace paying a visit to Holland," Pro- 
fessor Suijling has seized the really important results of the two con- 
ferences and explained them in a simple, untechnical and convincing 
maner. 

Critics of the two conferences have often doubted whether the results 
justified the calling of the conferences, and the lecturer asks himself the 
question "Are those critics right?" He passes rapidly in review the 
limitation of armaments and states that in this manner the result " is 
highly unsatisfactory, the more so as, until the present day, it seems to 
be a final one." But against the failure to limit armaments he off-sets 
the success in and agreement upon international arbitration, the rules of 
land warfare and the extension of the principles of the Geneva Conven- 
tion to naval warfare. He reaches the conclusion that the critics of the 
peace conferences are, therefore wrong; but he very properly asks "Are 
its eulogists right ? " and with equal propriety answers the question in 
the affirmative. He was led to this conclusion by an examination of the 
convention for the peaceful settlement of international disputes and the 
codification of the laws and customs of war. 



